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Hepatitis C Screening

Hepatitis C screening is now recommended for all individuals born between 1945-1965 as well as
individuals who have high risk factors. Hepatitis C progresses to chronic disease in 75-85% of patients. If
individuals with chronic hepatitis C are identified before they develop advanced fibrosis, cirrhosis or
hepatocellular carcinoma, 90-100% can now be expected to respond to treatment”.

HMC Laboratory HCV Testing Algorithm

Hepatitis C Virus Antibody Screen Indications

Born 1945-1965
Received blood or blood products prior to 1992

Injection drug use

Exposure to hepatitis C
Abnormal liver enzymes with or without symptoms
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Automatic reflex to Hepatitis C

Virus (HCV)RNA Detection and
Quantification by Real Time Reverse
Transcription PCR (HCVQN)
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Request HCVQN in 1-2 months
if abnormal liver enzyme
levels persist without
alternative diagnosis.
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